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Invitation for Applications for the Ph.D. Program in Strategic‘ Studies

Applications are invited for entry into the Ph.D. Program in Strategic Studies offered by the
National Defense College scheduled to convene on 14 August, 2016.

The deadline for application is May 12, 2016.

1. Curriculum

The doctorate in strategic studies at the National Defense College is designed to produce
practitioners skilled in analyzing complex security challenges who are capable of offering
practical and innovative solutions to modern problems and ready to lead institutions through
rigorous strategic decision-making. This intensive post graduate program is structured to
prepare students for high level careers in government, academia and the private sector.

The academic coursework builds around four pillars of security, diplomacy olitical economy
and resource policy, and governance/leadership, as well as on fundamental disciplinary
requirements in analytical methods, critical thinking and advanced strategy. A Nation Defense
College Doctorate in Strategic Studies signifies theoretical, methodological and substantive
expertise in the elements of statecraft fundamental to the advancement of domestic, regional and
international security.

2. Doctoral Program Objectives
The NDC Ph.D. program has five primary objectives:

1. To enhance the college as a leading institute that contributes to the development of
strategic thinking.

2. To promote the development of strategic and security studies at national, regional and
international levels.

3. To develop highly qualified faculty members and other experts for service in the UAE.

4. To establish shared concepts for military and civilian leaders and to develop strategic
and security thinking as well as requirements for decision-making.

5. To develop student abilities to think critically and strategically and apply practical
knowledge in order to develop and resource strategies for peace, crisis and war.

The scie fic analysis resulting from the dissertations written in this Ph.D. program will help
senior officials of the UAE plan for and deal with future strategic challenges and opportunities.

3. Doctoral Program Learning Outcomes

The desired outcomes of the Doctorate in Strategic Studies (DSS) program are intended to
produce in NDC graduates the ability to:

1. Critically evaluate current and future strategic environments, threats and challenges at
the national, regional and international levels in order to facilitate effective nation
decision-making.



Demonstrate evidence of expert original research and creative scholarly analysis in
order to develop studies and analyses to meet the needs of the nation.

Apply fundamental theories of strategic thinking and frameworks based upon enduring
international security principles to produce either specialized strategies
(diplomatic/military/economic/informational) or national comprehensive strategies in
response to strategic national challenges and opportunities.

Evaluate, using relevant scientific research methodologies, a strategic issue of
importance to the nation in order to create recommendations to advance the national
interests.

Evaluate the use of national resources and the processes and systems of governance in
order to develop innovative solutions for future strategic challenges and opportunities.
Synthesize and clearly articulate comprehensive expertise in strategic issues supported
by scholarly rationale and scientific evidence.

Serve as strategic leaders who can consistently and sensitively develop and implement
effective policies and strategies in support of national security objectives.

4. Doctoral Program Admissions Criteria

I.

7.

A minimum GPA of 3.00 on a 4.00 scale in the applicant’s previous master’s degree
program.

Demonstrate proficiency in at least two languages, one of which must be English
(minimum TOEFL score of 550 {213 CBT, 79-80 iBT] or 6.0 IELTS). A copy of a
TOEFL exam taken within the last 2 years is required.

Have earned a Master’s degree in a related field from an accredited institution.
Provide three letters of reference assessing the applicant’s suitability for doctoral
coursework and research.

Submit a personal statement of 500 words describing the applicant’s academic and
professional experience, goals, and motivation for pursuing the Ph.D. degree.
Submit an academic or professional writing sample that demonstrates the applicant’s
experience with and capacity for graduate level research and writing.

Provide a current CV.

Top applicants will be interviewed by members of the college doctoral admissions committee
and the senior leadership of the college.

Incomplete applications will not be considered.

5. Mode of Application

Please send your application for admission in electronic format to the following email address:
abdulla.alamro@ndc.ac.ae

6. Further Questions.

In case of any questions, please contact Brig. Abdulla Mubrouk Alamro, Planning Wing
Commander at 050-622-1141, or 02 496 1200



